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Lebanon's scores for the innovation pillar's seven components, compared to highest, lowest and average 
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Recognizing the Observatoire 
Libano Francais de 
L'environnement (O-LIFE) as LIA and 
soon to be LMI 


On the 27, 28 and 29th of May 2014, a French delegation 
composed of Bernard Dreyfus (IRD-France), Etienne Ruellan 
Fa (CNRS-France), Arnaud Martin and Nicolas Arnaud (OSU- 

, OREME - France) visited the CNRS-L. Over two days, Lebanese 
and French Colleagues have met, visited laboratories (USJ- Fac 
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des Sciences) and have run a common think tank on ongoing 
| and future activities for O-LiFE. 
All partners have confirmed their interest in launching the 
O bservatoi re O-LiFE as a Laboratoire International Associé with Lebanese 
Libano-Fr ançais and French universities and to encourage its soon-to-be 


de l'Environnement a No ! À À 
recognition as Laboratoire Mixte International with a wider 


scope and more partners. 


Climatic Station 


This station is situated at the highest altitude in the 
eastern Mediterranean was continuously recording and 
automatically transmitting the recorded data on snow 
depth, snow-water equivalent, temperature, humidity, 
wind velocity and direction. 


The station which is a part of the Lebanese-French 
cooperation program, established four years ago in 
cooperation with IRD-France, was disassembled for 
summer period and will be reassembled next fall 

and will represent together with the other three snow 
measurement stations located in Laqlouq, Faraya and 
soon in Barouk the third corner of the triangle of snow 
stations network surrounding the Mediterranean from 


On May 23, 2014 the Lebanese-French Team working Pyrenne, Atlas Mountains and Mount Lebanon. 

on snow monitoring consisting of Mr Laurent Drapeau 

(Sesbio-IRD), Janine Saouma (USJ), Mahdi Maatouk The four Lebanese stations are part of the snow 

and Talal Darwish (CNRS, Center for Remote Sensing) observatory and will provide valuable information on 
finished the first year measurements of snow and other the renewable water resources and impact of climatic 
climatic parameters at the climatic station located on variability on snow dynamics and melting that will 


the peaks surrounding the Cedars forest of Bcharri. serve better the management of water resources. 
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Table Ronde - L'OREAL 
« Sciences au Féminin - Voies et Défis » 


Depuis 16 ans, la Fondation L'Oréal et l'UNESCO 
récompensent des scientifiques émérites et encouragent 


de jeunes chercheuses de tous les continents, à travers 
le programme « Pour les Femmes et la Science ». Les 
femmes sont sous-représentées dans le secteur de la 
recherche scientifique. Malgré leurs excellents résultats 
universitaires, rares sont celles qui accèdent à des postes 
stratégiques. Pourtant, tout comme les hommes, elles 
doivent pouvoir apporter leur contribution au progrès. 
Depuis 1998, la Fondation L'Oréal et l'UNESCO ont donc 
décidé d’unir leurs forces au sein du programme "Pour 
les Femmes et la Science”, pour soutenir les femmes 
scientifiques du monde entier. Engagées, courageuses, 
unies par une même passion, toutes contribuent par 
leurs travaux à changer le monde. 

En partenariat avec l’Institut Français, Le Conseil 
National de la Recherche Scientifique-Libanais et la 
Commission Nationale Libanaise pour l'UNESCO, La 
Faculté des sciences de l’Université Saint-Joseph et 
L'Oréal Levant ont organisé une table ronde, « Sciences 


au Féminin - Voies et Défis », le Jeudi 8 mai 2014, à 
L'Auditorium de la Faculté des sciences, Campus 

des sciences et technologies, Mar Roukos, Mkallès, 
Université Saint-Joseph. 

Le Doyen de la Faculté des Sciences, Le Prof. Toufic Rizk, 
a donné le mot d'accueil et la table ronde était animée 
par : 
- M. Bernard Roesch, Conseiller de Coopération adjoint, 
Institut Français, Ambassade de France au Liban 
- Prof. Ass. Marie Abboud Mehanna, Faculté des sciences, 
Université Saint-Joseph 
- Prof. Zahida Darwiche Jabbour, Secrétaire Générale de 
la Commission Nationale Libanaise pour l'UNESCO 
- Prof. Mouin Hamzé, Secrétaire général du Conseil 
National de la Recherche Scientifique au Liban 
- Mme Samira Franjieh, Directrice de la Communication, 
L'Oréal Levant 
- Mme Martine Abi-Khalil, Modératrice de la table ronde, 
Directeur exécutif, KBP-Biomak 


Pour analyser la place de la 
femme dans la science au Liban, 
il est intéressant de prendre 
l'exemple de la femme au 

CNRS. Le Conseil national de la 
recherche scientifique, a mené 
depuis son établissement en 
1963, une stratégie de financer, 
superviser et exécuter la recherche 
scientifique. Possédant un 
conseil d'administration formé 
de scientifiques éminents, le 
CNRS serait pionnier à avoir 
parmi ses décideurs «(Mme Salwa 
Nassar» une chercheuse savante 
en physique atomique, domaine 
peu féminin à cette date-là. Depuis 
ses débuts, la femme chercheuse 
était présente au CNRS, surtout 
en sciences médicales et sciences 
environnementales, agricoles et 
biologiques. Maïs depuis 2004, le 


CNRS a étendu son mandat pour 
englober les sciences humaines et 
sociales à côté des sciences exactes, 
médicales, environnementales, 
agricoles et de l'ingénieur. Durant 
5 ans, entre 2009 et 2013, les 
chercheurs principaux hommes 
comptaient 68% contre une 
proportion de 32% de chercheuses 
principales. Des proportions 
similaires se retrouvent cette 
année, sur les 144 demandes 

de financement de projets de 
recherche soumises au CNRS en 
2014, les femmes occupent 36% de 
la totalité des projets soumis. 


En somme, considérant la place 
du CNRS dans son programme 
de subvention de recherche 

en partenariat avec toutes les 
universités du Liban, ces résultats 


propres au CNRS peuvent être 
significatifs sur le plan national. 
La participation des femmes 

dans la recherche scientifique 
évolue, bien qu'elle n'ait atteint 
des chiffres idéaux, ni n’ait permis 
les parités ou l'accès à des postes 
de leaderships académiques. Les 
changements sont lents, mais 
restent tributaires des systèmes 
universitaires et de l'évolution de 
la société libanaise (les statistiques 
montrent que les femmes sont 
majoritaires dans les études 
universitaires _ 55% de femmes 
pour 45% d'hommes). Sera-t- 

il de même pour la recherche 
scientifique? Le futur nous le dira. 


Mouïn Hamzé 
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Visit of auditors, managers and directors of the 
Lebanese Public Administration to the CNRS 


In the framework of its continuous 
training to the young directors 

and managers of the Lebanese 
Administration, the Basil Fuleihan 
Institute of Finance organized a visit 
to the National Council for Scientific 
Research (CNRS) on May 20, 2014. À 
delegation of prominent executives 
headed by the Director of the Basil 
Fuleïhan Institute of Finance Ms. 
Lamia Mobayed-Bsat visited the General Secretariat in Jnah where they were 
greeted by Prof. G. Tohmé, President of the Board of Administration, Prof. 
M. Hamzé, General Secretary, Mr. H. Abbas, Director for Administrative 
and Financial Affairs and Ms. M. Assaf, Delegate for International Relations 
and Cooperation. A brief presentation of the activities of the CNRS was 
made followed by a fruitful exchange of opinions. 

The Delegation then headed to Mansourieh to visit and get acquainted with 
the Center for Remote Sensing, where they were greeted by Dr. Gh. Faour, 
who detailed the activities of the Center. The group then moved to Bhannes 
to visit the Center for Geophysical Research (CRG). Mr. A. Sursock and the 
whole team of the CRG were very enthusiastic in showing the Delegation 
around and explaining all accomplishments achieved in geophysics and 
seismology. 

The Delegation also had the opportunity to enjoy a light buffet on the 
beautiful hills of Bhannes. 
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Lebanese Science Journal 


Since 2000, the Lebanese Science Journal (LS]J) is published 
by the National Council for Scientific Research, with the 
main objective to disseminate research results to the 
scientific community in Lebanon and abroad. It publishes 
contributions covering most scientific disciplines such 


as basic, engineering, medical, biological, agricultural, 
environmental and social sciences. 

Regularity in the publication of the journal over the past 
14 years, have encouraged the editors to continuously 
improve the journals standard in order to maïintain its 
credibility within the scientific community. The ethical 


MEARIM III 


The Third Middle-East & Africa 
Regional IAU Meeting, MEARIM II, 
will be held in Beirut, September 1 
to 6 2014. 

The conference is organized by 

the Task-Force for Astronomy 

and Astrophysics of the Lebanese 
National Council for Scientific 
Research (L-CNRS) with support 
from the council and universities in 
Lebanon. 

may be found at the conference 
website: www.mearim3.org 


EXPO MILANO 2015 


conduct aspect of authors is especially important to ensure 
the participation of scientists from Lebanon, the region 
and beyond. Unfortunately, the peer-review process does 
not always have the resources to uncover acts of plagiarism 
or other misconduct, but efforts are being made to reduce 
or eliminate such unprofessional behavior. However, when 
detected, the faulty manuscript is withdrawn from the 
publication process and authors who committed such 
misconduct as well as their respective institutions are 
immediately informed and such authors become no more 
eligible to submit articles to the LS]. 
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“NATIONAL CALL FOR BEST SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PRACTICES ON FOOD SECURITY" 


National Call for Best Sustainable Development Practices on Food Security 
Did you develop aninitiative with positive impact on food security? 
Would you like to disclose it to the eyes of EXPO Milano 2015? 


Apply to: Call for Best Practices - Expo Milano 2015 


The National Call as part of the International Call for Best Sustainable Development Practices on Food Security 
Submit your best practices to: khaled.makkouk@cnrs.edu.lb 


Application Form: http/cnrs.edu.lb/call for proposal 


Before 10" August 2014 

CNRS-L with the CIHEAM-MAI-Bari will grant an award to an 
outstanding Best National Sustainable Development Practice 

that has made an exceptional contribution to the Food Security 

in Lebanon. The call aims at the recognition and promotion of 
«Best Sustainable Development Practices on Food Security» (BSDP) 
represented by policies, technologies and scientific solutions, 
governance, know-how, services and products, related to the theme 
of EXPO Milano 2015 "Feeding the planet, Energy for life”. 


The BSDP is internationally defined as initiatives or ideas with 
proven superior results to those achieved with other means and are 
outstanding contributions to improving the living environment. 
Best Practices are promoted and used as a mean of: 

- Improving public policy based on what works; 

- Raising awareness of decision-makers at all levels and of the 
public of potential solutions to common social, economic and 
environmental problems; 

+ Sharing and transferring knowledge, expertise and experience 
through networking and peer-to-peer learning. 
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Potato fresh yield statistics 
kg/ha ton/ha 


mean 41590 41.6 
minimum 7932 7.9 
maximum 65973 66.0 
St. deviation 11939 11.9 
modus 51284 51.3 
median 33244 33.2 


Wheat fresh yield statistics 
kg/ha ton/ha 


mean 3857 3.9 
minimum 27.8 0.0 
maximum 11130 11.1 
St. deviation 2036 2.0 
modus 2839 2.8 
median 2406 24 
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Nahla Hwalla (Dean FAFS-AUB) receives an award 


for her research achievements 


The International Breast Cancer & Nutrition 
group has selected Dr. Nahla Hwalla for her 
contributions to the fight against breast 
cancer for the 2014 Susan Bulkeley Butler 
Leadership Excellence Award - Institute 

for the Development of Women Leaders at 
Purdue University. This award recognizes 
an individual who has made strides in 
research or healthcare that is of importance 


to breast cancer prevention and who has 
had a strong impact mentoring women 
in the area of breast. The Institute was 
founded as a (power center for resources 
related to women and leadership, serving 
as a clearinghouse for research, training, 
coaching, and mentoring to develop 
leadership potential and helping women 
make bold changes to improve their lives. 


Nesreen Ghaddar (AUB) receives an award for 
her research in green engineering 


Nesreen Ghaddar, associate provost and professor of 
mechanical engineering at AUB, has been awarded the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Award for Arab Researchers in 
engineering sciences for her «distinct and distinguished 
scientific work published in renowned international 
scientific magazines as well as for the establishment of 
labs specialized in [her] field.» 

Established in 1982 the Shoman Award has recognized more 
than 365 Arab researchers representing 59 Arab universities 
and scientific institutes in various Arab countries. The 
award recognizes scientific works «whose dissemination 
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and publication will lead to promoting applied and 
scientific knowledge, increasing awareness on the culture of 
scientific research, and will contribute to solving problems 
of priority at the local, regional and international levels.» 
Ghaddar has made major fundamental and applied 
research contributions to the field of green engineering. 
Her research has focused on energy-efficient buildings, 
including energy-efficient air conditioning, renewable 
energy systems, energy management, and human bioheat 
modelling and thermal comfort. 
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The Space Atlas of Lebanon 


Following the publication of «Atlas du Liban: Territoires et société» in 2007, the National Council for Scientific 
Research in Lebanon is now launching (The Space Atlas of Lebanon), first atlas of its kind covering a wide array 
of topics and areas of Lebanon’s natural resources such as agriculture, water resources, soil, geology, and forest 
cover. The purpose of this publication is both to give maximum value to the data and satellite images and make 
this knowledge accessible to the scientific and educational communities of Lebanon. It reinforces our belief that 
geographical surveys are essential for politicians and environmental decision-makers. 


It sheds light on the available natural resources of Lebanon as viewed from space, exposing natural hazards that 
represent potential threats to the country in the future, and emphasizing the factors threatening these resources, 
especially, the anthropogenic causes of environmental degradation. The array of such causes ranges from issues 
pertaining to the overall economic and environmental conditions, to those affecting the limited resources and the 
ecology of the marine and terrestrial environments. 


This is one of the several contributions of the CNRS in Lebanon to safeguard the Natural Resources of Lebanon 
which is at the heart of our commitment to the evolution and development of Lebanon. 
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